} 
' 
i] 
' 
! 
' 


POLARPAM 


Tuvaaluk Programne 
Field Activities, 1978 


Ian Badgley, 
Assistant Director, 
Tuvaaluk Programme, 
October, 1978. 


Rec'd: fSe y 22/78 


Order No; 
Price: 
Ace, N O.: 


Cy £4 
Tuvaal AK frog VOINOY 


Tuvaaluk Programme 
Field Activities, 1978 


Ian Badgley, 
Assistant Director, 
Tuvaaluk Programme, 
October, 1978. 


3290 4% 


: ey 


Ce 


EM iy 


Tuvaaluk Programme Field Activities, 1978 


Introduction 


The 1978 field activities of the Tuvaaluk Programme 
(Dr. Patrick Plumet, Director) comprised the excavation 
and extensive sampling of selected Dorset culture sites 
and limited, supplenientary reconnaissance in the 
northwestern Ungava Bay district of Nouveau-Québec. 
These activities, involving 11 individuals for a period 
of 3 months (5 June - 26 August), represented the 4th 
successive year of Paleo-Eskimo research in Arctic 


Quebec by Tuvaaluk. 
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Two field parties were sponsored, the principal of which 
(under the direction of Mr. Ian Badgley was joined on Diana 
Island, Diana Bay, in mid-July by the second. During the preceding 
6 weeks the latter group (supervised by Mr. Jean-Luc Pilon) had 
been responsible for the intensive testing of an inland Dorset- 
Thule site (ROB-1) situated at Robert's Lake, roughly 40 km north 


of the community of Payne Bay. 


All excavations occurred on lands designated federally as 
Class 1 (i.e.,Diana Island) and provincially as Categories 1 and 
2 (i.e.,Diana Bay and Robert's Lake respectively). These 
properties remain under the direct trusteeship of the Inuit 
communities of Nouveau-Québec. In the case of Tuvaaluk, it was 
nessary to obtain the consent of the people of Koartak and Payne 
Bay before beginning research in these areas. This permission 
was confirmed by the community councils of these villages through 
direct negotiations held in Koartak during the first week of 


May, 1978. 


Additionally, it may be noted that the Laboratoire d'Archéologie 
also administered the 1978 field season of the ‘'Nunaingok Archaeological 
Research Project'’ (Mr. Henry Stewart, Director). This site is 
situated in northeastern Ungava Bay, on the Quebec of McLelan Strait, 


roughly 10 km south of Port Burwell, Killinek Island. 


Financed by the Quebec Ministry of Cultural Affairs, research 
priorities at Nunaingok included evaluation of the archaeological 
potential of the locality and the attempted stabilization of a 
rapidly eroding embankment at the principal site. Assessment of 


the cultural significance of this area was greatly facilitated by 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


httos://archive.org/details/tuvaalukprogrammO0Obadg 


collaboration with Smithsonian Institution personnel presently 

involved in the "Torngat Arf@#haeological Project" (Dr. W. Fitzhugh, 
Director). Also, a preliminary geomorphological study of the site 
was generously contributed by an international team of specialists 
under the direction of Dr. Pierre Gangloff (Département de Géogra- 


phie, Université de Montréal). 


Though Mr. Stewart's final report is not yet available, 
provisional results tend to indicate that the Nunaingok locality 
has been continuously occupied from earliest (i.e., Groswater) 


Dorset to recent historic times. 


Finally, it should be noted that Mr. David Okpik of Koartak 
was engaged by Tuvaaluk throughout June and July at Diana Island 
as hunter/guide. Mr. Okpik's employment was terminated by his 
election to the newly formed Regional Government of Northern 
Quebec. At Nunaingok, Mr. Johnny Annahatuk of Port Burwell was 


employed in a similar capacity. 


Field Activities 


2.1 Robert's Lake 


The ROB-1 site (JcEo-1) consists of 8 Thule and 4 Dorset 


semi-subterranean dwellings, several tent rings, and numerous 


secondary structures (i.e., caches, fox-traps), located on the 


south shore of the narrows. Topographically, the site is 


situated at what appears to have been a major caribou crossing. 
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Although caribou now occur only rarely in this locality, the 
lake continues to serve as a winter fishing resource for the 
people of Payne Bay and Koartak. Migratory waterfowl are 
also numerous during certain spring and summer months. Con- 
sequently, it is assumed that the combination of these 
resources would have provided, at least temporarily, a sea- 
sonally attractive subsistence base for prehistoric groups 
in the area. These seasonally different occupations are 
further suggested by the diversity of dwelling types at the 


site. 


Efforts at Robert's Lake included the preparation of a 
detailed topographic site map, the excavation of one of the 
Dorset house depressions, preliminary sampling of the Thule 
structures, and general reconnaissance of the immediate 
vicinity. All of these objectives were successfully completed. 
In addition, complementary geomorphological data were supplied 
by Dr. P. Gangloff who, with Dr. Plumetyvisited the site in 


late June. 


Excavation at ROB-1l focused on Structure C, a sub- 
rectangular semi-subterranean dwelling clustered with 3 
similar structures at the north end of the site. Although 
work was impeded by adverse weather conditions and drainage 
problems related to ground’ thaw, 100m? were excavated to 
a maximum depth (within the structure) exceeding 60 cm. 
However, whereas the surficial form of ROB 1-C suggested 
Dorset construction, the excavation revealled a roughly oval 
depression (ca 4 x 2.5 m) and a deep, well-defined entrance 


passage, two architectural traits genérally associated with 
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Thule peoples. The tentative identification of this dwelling 
as Neo-Eskimo is, in part, supported by the few stone implements 


recovered. 


These data are, however, as yet unclear. Testing of a 
nearby tent circle yielded a spalled burin in beige chert and 
other lithic debris suggestive of Paleo-Eskimo occupation. 
Further, stratigraphic evidence may indicate a re-occupation 


and consequent alteration of Structure C by a later group. 


Among the organic remains, caribou bones are overwhel- 
mingly predominant. Fox and bird also occur as minor per- 


centages. 


Survey of the south shore of the narrows located 2 
additional habitation sites (ROB-5 and 6) and a number of 
other cultural features (i.e., cairns, fox-traps, stone caches, 
and several graves). The presence and variety of these latter 
features attest further to the diversity of prehistoric Inuit 


activities in interior Ungava. 


Diana Island 


At Diana Island, activities were concentrated on the 
continued study of the important DIA.4 site (JfE1-4). This 
site, situated on the southeast coast of the island, had 
been subject to previous research in 1973, 1974, and 1976. 


During this time, two Dorset semi-subterranean dwellings 


he u. reey 
es 


. 7 ‘ Tica a Push } i be : ‘ ye ‘" ho ; / Pox Dae ) i 
ha maa desi | whi hagas! KOT CRON AED Sy 
6. hte eyi ‘ hey aap |: are val das tilt ah, “oe 


agi en 


a. th ine 


Le Py ee bee vary Yi 1 acini een ee 
” ‘ehagetaaat patie Lope Foe liv amie Rh aaieely 


¥ font i ait cou it key je ty Biers) Breet by bP sah rier 30) Ceca 


ic q : lus Mi [ , ; F ont ; 1 - a 
\ ont hi pei ji Lo ¢ 4 } - a ut } - ] a® o 6 Mw y 
eRe Escala Meactilal NAT lh os wet ee Aine Peon viter) saitre 
r ii ' ie ran be ral se ae! y j F F 
SE nd ee Ad ren ME REY elf Fishes iby SS ae Wika COME isk co t, i UL i ae Pan ee! ] : he 
; are sy ; wie «4 : i a1 : ay 
NTE VERBS it lk FP ae Pee Lee Pere Oe: Te 
? i - re ; } ; ria 
by ; 
atte 
; , ie 
¢ re N 
Serra ee a Ske ee Lies ee “4 ri j coon? 
re i | | : o 
Mt . ' a 5 ii : hf f 1 . :. . ia 
mcs Cae ea Pretinniebaye, Wier 
ig ’ ; ’ y = , 
rf i “ Sap hl 
a efi ta 
4 
4. ' 4 
j % { 7 i ] 
t i y ( My; 
J . i 
“es We ment Baa rr ae heheh i 
4 yi t Ht? a a t : 4 : 
AY) Ue it (oem het: a peer Ie rt sa 2A PA \F , 
rae i. h it : 4 
a - Pay ne oe 2 f 4 , fs t 4 F 
, ai : " ‘ s ; é , a DS et ? Li ted)! ha } 7 Py A ' 
. Si) . _~ f 
a % ’ ygk ze x é . " 45 yeu Pi A ¢. \ ¥, 
+ é a ie 4 » ty eo 3 PARE 4 i 4 eee ee, ‘ Lik b 
| sy ig ce 
5 a > ety i! % 
; jh rigye Le oe SD Ey ee ey |) Sed Ot aidaies ae ' va j : 
y ui - 
Brod i i } ct 
iy 
i , f ; / wie 4 pain ¥ 
: ‘ 
cs = \ a 
= i ) % \ 
+. \ 
my ier 
1 i * v 
in ‘ 
tee en ie 
| , { ; Lie A 7 
i * 7 
iy +i, r fi 
t Y 
tee , i + 


| ne f mana oe 8s Cr, Wy ety : a ‘wot w . SPC 2A -) 
MELD abe ae) ayer PAE Alp tea Ne eh. Hie ioe 
| bala Lane ig ke aaa Tiiova. ie “the ae eel a 
birt Aes abred dan piste Yt any, rs ha : i 
tive Lean coi late are yt Ges ; | ta? ms 


Wis tk with, 9 Be: 


- 


were excavated, one of which (DIA4-C) produced a radio- 

carbon determination dating to the 15th century A.D. This 
late date extended Dorset chronology in the Eastern Canadian 
Arctic by roughly 200 years and allowed speculation on the 
possibility of Dorset and Thule Eskimo interaction in northern 
Ungava. Certain architectural features of Structure A (i.e., 
circular form, sunken entrance passage, laterally-placed 
hearth, and overall interior depth) further implied the 
assimilation of Neo-Eskimo adaptive techniques by a Dorset 
group who maintained an Arctic Small Tool tradition lithic 


technology. 


As indicated by earlier research, the majority of the 
principal Dorset structures at DIA.4 are concentrated within 
several overlapping midden deposits. This situation suggested 
strongly the probability of occupational stratigraphy at the 
site. Correspondingly, in an attempt to clarify the cultural 
chronology of this site, initial efforts were directed towards 
two of these dwellings, Structures C and G. However, during 
the following 12 weeks, this excavation expanded to include 
a third semi-subterranean structure (DIA.4-E), and to encompass 


109 m2. 


Within this area, and including the 3 house depressions, 
no less than 16 directly of partially superimposed occupation 
units were distinguished. These occupations were identified 
in terms of preserved structural features (i.e., hearths, 
flagstone pavements, wall foundations) and the stratigraphic 
depositional sequence. In the vicinity of Structure C, the 
stratigraphy involved 12 recognizable levels and attained a 
depth in excess of 45 cm. On the basis of differential cons- 


truction techniques and the various types of features noted, 
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it is possible that these multiple occupations describe a 


full seasonal cycle. 


A lithic assemblage numbering approximately 10,000 pieces 
was recovered in stratified context from this area. At present, 
complete and fragmentary finished artifacts are estimated to 
represent ca. 15% of this collection. In contrast, few organic 
implements were recorded; objects in this class include a 
miniature, realistic male figurine in bone (ca. 3 cm. in height), 
an ulu handle, and a single harpoon head rough-out and small 


ice-pick, both in ivory. 


The disparity in the frequency of non-lithic and lithic 
tools cannot be explained as a result of poor organic preser- 
vation. Of the more than 2000 animal bones recovered, seal 
(both large and small) appears to dominate, followed, in 
descending order, by caribou and walrus. Bear and bird bones 


and, in one instance, mussel shell occur as minor elements. 


The site further yielded an abundance of large wood 
fragments, wood charcoal and burnt moss, as well as carbo- 
nized grease. Also, two sizeable fragments of organic matter 
have been tentatively identified as birch bark. Considerable 
quantities of these i eeriays were collected from throughout 
the major stratigraphic units and should serve to date the 


full sequence of occupation at the site. 


With the arrival of the Robert's Lake crew, work was 


extended to include DIA.4, Structure 24. From the 66 m2 
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excavated in and around this semi-subterranean dwelling, 8 
overlapping Dorset occupations were recognized and approxi- 
mately 1500 artifacts retrieved. Again, well-preserved bones 
were numerous and, in this case, may include fragments of 
whale rib. Though lacking a developed stratigraphy, the 
association of the cultural remains with the various occu- 


pations is readily apparent in terms of horizontal distribution. 


Also, the excavation of a nearby tent ring (DIA4-24,Unit 2) 
and of a shallow, oval depression (DIA.4-J) situated on a lower 
beach ridge immediately southeast of Structures A and B, 
provided, respectively, 2 and 4 Dorset non-winter occupations. 
Together, these structures will allow, to some extent, the 
clarification of late Paleo-Eskimo warm-weather activities in 


the region. 


Finally, although 56 m2 were excavated to a depth of 45 cm. 
at a seventh Dorset habitation (DIA.15, Structure 42), no 
artifactual data, neither lithic or organic,were recovered from 
this site. Apparently, this dwelling was never occupied. 
However, from an architectural viewpoint, this well-preserved 
structure furnishes a substantial amount of detailed informa- 
tion. These details include a double wall formed by two close, 
parallel alignments of vertically-placed slabs, a mid-passage 
reminiscent of the Independence I and II cultures, and the 


position as well as the construction of the entrance. 
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2.3 Reconnaissance 


Brief and limited surveys of the west coast of Diana 
Bay and parts of Diana Island by the Diana crew and of the 
west-central and eastern Ungava Bay coasts by P. Plumet and 
P. Gangloff resulted in the addition of numerous sites to 
the Arctic Quebec inventory. Three of these sites included 
longhouse structures. At present, 12 structures of this 
type are known in northern Ungava. All, apparently, are of 


Dorset culture provenience. 


Summary 


The 1978 Tuvaaluk field season encompassed archaeological 


reconnaissance and excavation in both interior and coastal 


localities of northwestern Ungava Bay. Eight prehistoric dwellings, 


(of which 7 are located on Diana Island), comprising 387 m2 were 


excavated. A number of these structures (in particular, DIA.4-C 
and DIA.4-24) are multi-component in nature and indicate a chrono- 


logical sequence of seasonally different occupations. 


Besides producing a substantial body of architectural data, 
the majority of these excavations yielded large lithic artifact 
and organic collections. These assemblages represent both 
subsistence and technological systems. Though radiocarbon chrono- 
logy is pending, preliminary impressions of the cultural material 


suggest Middle and Late Dorset Eskimo adaptations. 
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